API Winter Meeting Ops Notes                                                                                              NR   Jan. 24, 2011
Winter Flying Reminders:




Give thought to delay, RON, clothing, survival in boonies, alt. transportation.
Check destination carefully to make sure it is still there.
                                            Sunset is early; night falls fast.  Solar glare on snow, or right down the rwy.  

Uncleared, sun-melted, re-frozen snow or black ice on runway, taxiways.



High snowbanks vs. taxiing; narrowed runway vs. x-wind technq  when landing.



Big head winds v. fuel;  unmanageable post-cold-front  x-winds, blowing snow.  
                                     
Plowing in progress -- sometimes days after storm!

Lights and navaids inop; taxiways closed or glare ice, pavement torn up.
Treacherous ground fog in Spring and Fall, carb ice accumulation in raw wx. 

Restaurant closed; no ride to town; no fuel, motels full.  Not fun!
Ramp and Hangar:
Snow and Hangar Doors.  Need for prompt shoveling (sun-melt, refreeze).
Tracking in mud or turkey-doo.   Sand/salt not allowed. 
Easy to bark knuckles, lose screws, miss preflight items in the cold and dark.  

Starting and Ground Handling Reminders: 

Removal of snow and frost before flying.  Scraping, hammering not allowed. 

Airplane tires frozen in place, slush in wheelpants, frozen trim or throttle cable. Frozen tank drains, ice in spinner, starter pinion fails to engage/disengage.

Cold starts, dead or frozen battery, hazards of incorrect battery procedure.

Starting hazards (overprime, starter burn up, fire, neglect of prop discipline.)

Inop switches, headphone/mic jacks, nav lights.



Taxiing across ruts, glare ice, snowbanks, frozen ice clinkers, puddles, grates.   




Get help if wind too strong to taxi in, if control uncertain on glare ice. 




T.O. on frost-busted pavement.   Soft field operations during mud season.  
Engine Management:



Wear and tear on cold engine




RPM changes, prop cycling, and what to look for at preflight



Possible accumulation of carb ice during taxi or ground hold (182)




Possible freezing of water in tank or pitot lines outside hangar or at altitude




Possible congealing of oil in cooler.     Carbon monoxide hazard.
In-Flight Icing:



Predicting ice, detecting ice as it starts to form, prop ice
                                           Freezing rain, tops of clouds, stratus, layers, fronts 



                                           Electrical effects accompanying ice.

                                           Landing when iced up.  Options for missed, diversion to alternate may be gone.

Know where you’re going to run to, or where you’re going to stack it.
Winter flying:    

 


Actually works quite well.  Engine, controls responsive. Visibility often superb. 
 


Inconveniences are usually surmountable, but always remember . . . . 




Merits of airplane safely tied down,  key in pocket,  warm motel bed. 
